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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:SHUM, ICRC, VN 

SUBJECT:ICRC MISSION TO VIETNAM 

REE: A. STATE 125818; B. HONG KONG 6807 (BOTH NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: RECENT ICRC MISSION TO VIETNAM INCLUDED VISIT TO 
CAMBODIA- VIETNAM BORDER AND INTERVIEWS WITH SOME 200 CAM- 
BODIAN POW'S AT A CAMP NEAR SAIGON. ICRC REPS ALSO SAW SRV 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH. 

1 . ICRC REP TO UN IN NEW YORK MICHEL VEUTHEY HAS PROVIDED 
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FOLLOWING INFO TO DEPARTMENT ABOUT HIS VISIT TO VIETNAM 
MAY 17-29 DURING WHICH HE VISITED CAMBODIAN ROW'S DURING 
THREE-DAY TOUR OF BORDER AREAS. VEUTHEY WAS ACCOMPANIED ON 
TRIP BY ANDRE PASQUIER, ASSISTANT TO INCRC DIRECTOR OF OPER- 
ATIONS, AND BY FRANCOIS ZEN RUEFIN, ICRC DELEGATE IN HANOI. 

2. VEUTHEY SAID THE CAMBODIAN POW'S WERE HELD AT A CAMP AT 
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XU AN LOG NEAR SAIGON. PURPOSE OF TRIP WAS DESCRIBED IN 
TRADITIONAL ICRC TERMS AS "PROTECTION AND HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE" FOR POW'S AND OTHER WAR VICTIMS. 

3. ICRC REPS HAD INTERVIEW WITH NGUYEN CO THACH, WHO SAID 
SRV WANTS TO COMPLY IN SUBSTANCE WITH GENEVA CONVENTIONS, 

BUT DID NOT WISH TO CALL THE BORDER CONFLICT A "WAR," SINCE 
THIS WOULD VIOLATE PRINCIPLES OF FRIENDSHIP AMONG SOCIALIST 
NATIONS. THACH INDICATED HE HOPED ICRC WOULD NOT BE TOO 
"LEGALISTIC" ABOUT APPLICABILITY OF THE CONVENTIONS, STAT- 
ING "IT IS IN OUR POLITICAL INTEREST TO ABIDE BY THE LAW 
ON THIS SUBJECT." 

4. ICRC REPS ALSO SAW TROOPS MOVING REPUGEES,AND PHYSICAL 
DESTRUCTION IN THE BORDER AREAS OE TAY NINH AND AN GIANG 
PROVINCES. THEY WERE GIVEN RELATIVELY UNRESTRICTED OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO TRAVEL, AND DID NOT THINK THEY WERE BEING USED 
OVERTLY FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES. THEY TRAVELLED WITH UNHCR 
REPS HAN AND CUENOD DURING PART OF THEIR VISIT TO THE SOUTH, 
AND CROSSED PATHS AND SHARED TRANSPORTATION WITH AMERICAN 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE GROUP IN VIETNAM DURING SAME PERIOD 
(AS REPORTED IN REE B). 

5. ICRC REP ZEN RUEFIN IS CURRENTLY IN SAIGON ARRANGING 
NEW FLIGHTS FOR CHINESE REFUGEES TO TAIWAN, ONE OF WHICH 
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DEPARTED JUNE 9, WITH ANOTHER SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 20. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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